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Tsushima et al. (2006) found that task-irrelevant visual stimuli, when not consciously perceived, led to a
stronger disturbance in task performance compared to consciously seen stimuli.

This finding has become a foundational piece of evidence for a series of emerging perceptual learning
models and attention control theories (e.g., Attention Schema Theory).
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Metacontrast Masking
A type of backward masking where a stimulus is followed by a mask in which the contour of
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the mask fits neatly around the stimulus (Koster et al., 2020). 300-650ms . '
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Congruent  Incongruent E - In all conditions, we observed the ADAN and LDAP components consistent with
Masked Prime Spatial Cueing Task (Paimer & Mattler, 2013) Prime-Cue Congruency 400 200 | 200 400 600 | -\ | | | previous research (McDonald & Green, 2008).
. - ADAN amplitude was modulated by congruency and awareness of the prime.
| - These results suggest that a subliminal task-irrelevant prime can disrupt attentional
- control mechanisms, possibly due to a failure to establish inhibitory control over
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