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LATIN FORUM XXXII 
Saturday, November 16, 2019 

 
Registration 9:30 - 10:00 a.m. Vollum Lounge 

Morning Lecture 10:00 - 11:00 Vollum Lecture Hall 

Discussion Groups - Students 11:00 - 11:45 Vollum Classrooms 

Discussion Group – Parent Guests 11:00 – 11:45 Vollum Lounge 

Latin Teacher Meeting 11:00 – 11:45 Vollum 134 

Lunch 12:00 - 1:00 p.m. Commons 

Individual Seminars – Students & Teachers   1:00 - 2:00 Vollum Classrooms 

Individual Seminars – Students & Teachers   2:05 - 3:00 Vollum Classrooms 

Optional Calligraphy Scriptorium   3:30  - 4:30  Psychology 102 
   Reservations required 
 
 
Morning Keynote in Vollum Lecture Hall: 
When Humans Become Artifacts: inventing and displaying body casts at Pompeii 
Kevin Dicus, Assistant Professor of Classics, University of Oregon 
 
Professor Dicus’ primary interest is the archaeology of Italy during the mid- to late-Republican period. Since 2006 
he has worked as Excavation Supervisor for the Pompeii Archaeological Research Project: Porta Stabia, for which 
he is now co-authoring the first volume of the final excavation report. Other interests include material culture theory, 
formation processes in the archaeological record, the sacred landscape of the Tolfa Mountains north of Rome, and 
waste management strategies in ancient urban settings, which is the subject of his current book project. 
 
 
Individual Seminars for the afternoon session: 
1.        Learning to Speak Like a Roman Orator: Controversiae and Suasoriae 
 Professor emeritus Walter Englert      Vollum 110 
Roman rhetorical schools tried to train their students to be effective speakers so that they could go on to careers in 
politics and law. As part of their training, students had to practice and perform controversiae (fictional law cases) 
and suasoriae (speeches of advice), often based on famous events from mythology and history. We will learn about 
the history of Roman rhetoric, discuss Roman rhetorical techniques, and practice delivering our own 
short controversiae and suasoriae (in English!). 
 
 
II.       Magic and Magical Texts in the Roman Empire 
 Professor Thomas Landvatter            Vollum 118  
Though we often think of Roman religion solely in terms of the gods—Jupiter, Juno, Minerva, etc.—a vital part of 
Roman religious practice was what we might call magic. Through the performance of specific rituals and the 
utterance of specific words, individuals believed that they bend the gods and other people to their will. We will look 
at magical practice in the Roman world, looking at deposits of "magical" objects as well as particular magical texts, 
such as curse tablets, to see how magic permeated society and was a vital part of daily life. 
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III.      Latin Tattoos and Roman Tattooing 
 Professor Sonia Sabnis            Vollum 116  
Nothing spells the failure of Google translate more than Latin tattoos. Still, when rendered correctly, the ancient 
language lends austerity and grace to important mottoes and sentiments. In this seminar we will look at the best and 
worst of Latin tattoos and inquire into the circumstances in which the Romans themselves used tattoos. The Latin 
word, stigma, already implies a punitive and shame-bringing practice supported by historical sources, but even in 
antiquity subcultures co-opted tattooing to serve and proclaim alternative identities.  
 
 
IV.      Moneta’s Message: Roman History through Coins 
 Professor Paul Vădan            Vollum 120   
When we think of Latin, we generally think of the literary works of famous Roman authors like Caesar, Cicero, 
Ovid, and Vergil. But the regular Roman was surrounded by Latin in a great variety of media, from formal 
inscriptions on tombs and temples, to scribbles on more mundane objects like pots and receipts. In this seminar, we 
will reflect on the presence and power of Latin by reading coins, the most widespread Latin objects in the entire 
Mediterranean! Roman coins were littered with small inscribed words and abbreviations that tell a fascinating story 
about Roman culture and society. By reading the Latin on coins in relation to their iconography, we will work to 
reconstruct the character of the Roman Republic and its transition to the Principate. 
 
 
V.       How to Read a Volcano (in Latin)   
 Professor Laura Zientek            Vollum 126  
Pyroclastic flows, lava bombs, ash fall. For residents of the Pacific Northwest, these terms might evoke the 1980 
eruption of Mount St. Helens. Like Oregon and Washington, Southern Italy and Sicily are home to stratovolcanos 
and other volcanic provinces, including Vesuvius, Etna, and the Phlegraean Fields. Even in antiquity, people living 
near these volcanoes experienced earthquakes and eruptions, but they had their own ways of writing about what they 
saw, felt, heard, and even what they smelled! We will read Roman descriptions of volcanic activity, investigate what 
the Romans knew about it, and identify Latin words and phrases used to portray the various stages of a volcanic 
eruption.  
 
 
Optional Afternoon Calligraphy Scriptorium 
For nearly two millennia the Trajan inscription in Rome has served as the quintessential model of Roman capital 
letters. Fr. Edward Catich described the inscription as "the best roman letter designed in the Western world, and the 
one which most nearly approaches an alphabetic ideal." Join Gregory MacNaughton (Reed '89), Cooley Gallery 
Education Outreach Coordinator, for an illustrated lecture and lettering workshop based on these most celebrated 
examples of Roman lettering. All materials will be provided. 
 
 


