Placement in Math Courses – Fall 2021

Many students arrive at Reed prepared to take Math 111 (Calculus), 112 (Introduction to
Analysis), 113 (Discrete Structures), or 141 (Introduction to Probability and Statistics). Refer
to https://www.reed.edu/math/requirements.html for the role of these courses within
mathematics and mathematics-interdisciplinary majors. Math 111, 113, and 141 have no
prerequisites other than three years of high school mathematics, so any student may
enroll in them. The department offers two tailored sections of Math 111 for students with

particular backgrounds and interests; see https://www.reed.edu/math/math111descriptions.html. Math 112 has 111 as a prerequisite, but students can place out of it, as we
explain below.
Students who have taken a calculus course may consider placing out of Math 111.
Placement and credit are automatically offered to students who score a 5 on the AP
Calculus AB exam, or a 4 or 5 on the BC exam; there are similar policies for scores of 5 or
higher on the IB Mathematics (HL) and Further Mathematics (HL) courses. Students may

self-report scores in order to place out of Math 111, but credit will not be granted until the
official scores are received by the College. If a student does not have an exam score but
believes they have demonstrated ability with calculus, then they should discuss
placement with mathematics faculty.
Students who have completed coursework beyond single-variable calculus should
consult with mathematics faculty to determine which mathematics courses are
appropriate for them. Math 112 is a proof-based course that establishes the analytic

properties of the real number system that are the foundation of calculus. Reed’s linear
algebra (Math 201) and vector calculus (Math 202) courses have 112 as a prerequisite and
assume that students are familiar with reading, constructing, and writing proofs. In
certain cases, students with significant preparation may be placed into Math 201 with the
expectation that they will continue in 112, 202, or both based on their experience in 201.
Placement discussions with mathematics faculty will be coordinated by the department’s
administrative assistant, Lisa Mickola. Students should contact her at mickola@reed.edu

to make an appointment.

