Sample Goals Worksheet for Reading Gravestones
1. Amount of Time Dedicating to this Subject:_one week in a junior-level American studies class.  This class meets three times a week for 50 minutes a class. There are usually 15-20 students in the class. 

2. Two-to-five major things I would like students to learn from this exercise:

a. The major elements of gravestones

b. Significance of common symbols used on early stones in New England

c. Begin to think about whether ethnicity and religion impact the types of stones found in cemeteries.
3. How I plan to assess whether they have accomplished these goals:

a. Have students turn in a one-page analysis of a gravestone that they did as a group project in class (Worksheet #1)

b. Have students work in groups of 3-4 people and have each group create a seriation chart of stones in the archive that were found in four different kinds of cemeteries:  (1) A white protestant cemetery on Martha’s Vineyard; (2) The colonial Jewish cemetery in Newport, Rhode Island; (3) The Wampanoag Indian cemetery in Mashpee; (4) Trinity Anglican cemetery in Newport, RI; (5) the Quaker cemetery in Newport, RI (Worksheet #2)
	Day
	Assigned Readings and/or Homework
	Portion of Exercise to be Completed in class
	Assessment of Learning

	1


	· Deetz, James and Edwin S. Dethlefsen. “Death's Head, Cherub, Urn and Willow,” Natural History 76(3) 1967: 29-37. http://www.histarch.uiuc.edu/plymouth/deathshead.html; 

· Sections 1 & 2 of the Reading Gravestones Study Guide.
	Put students into groups of 3-4 and give them Gravestone Worksheets (Series 1).  Students should have computer access during this day in case they have questions.
	Students submit Gravestone Worksheets #1 at the end of class.

	2


	· Section 3 of the Reading Gravestones Study Guide and the “Model Interpretation” in Section 4.

· Baugher, Sherene and Frederick A. Winter, “Early American Gravestones,” Archaeology 36(5), September/October 1983: 46-53 

· Possibly also  Tashjian, Ann and Dickran Tashjian, “The Afro-American Section of Newport, Rhode Island’s Common Burying Ground,” Cemeteries and Gravemarkers:  Voices in American Culture, ed. Richard E. Meyer.  Logan, UT:  Utah Sate U.P., 1992:  163-96.


	Using the same groups, assign 3-4 students to each of the five cemeteries listed above.  If there are more than twenty students, more than one group can do the same cemetery.

Have students begin Gravestone Worksheet #2 in class
	

	3


	· Students finish Worksheet #2 (including the questions on the back of the sheet) and bring at least two copies to class
	Brief presentation by each group (5 minutes each) on their cemetery.  General discussion if they agree with Baugher & Winter that race and religious denomination are not significant factors in cemeteries, or whether they lack the information to know for certain. 
	Groups submit worksheet #2


