Reed College Biology Department
Biology Summer Undergraduate Research Fellowship (SURF) Awards
SURF Application Coversheet and Instructions, Spring 2026
SURF Overview:
The Reed Biology Department awards summer research funding to continuing students through the Biology Summer Undergraduate Research Fellowship (SURF) program. By submitting a single SURF application, proposal will be considered for all summer funds in Biology that the proposed research project is eligible for. SURF fellowships support the following types of student summer research:
· On-campus projects conducted in the laboratory of a Reed Biology faculty member
· Field-based projects that meet the awarding criteria for one or more of the Biology Field Award funds (Fischer, Diack, and Sandy River) 
Award Details
· Application Deadline: Weds, March 4 at 12:00 PM via the SURF Application Google Form
· Fellowship Stipend: $6,600
· Supply budget: Up to $1,500 for supplies and equipment
· Fellowship Duration: 10 weeks during the summer
Note: Projects shorter in duration may be approved in consultation with your faculty mentor.
Application Materials:
All SURF applications must include the following components:
1. A signed coversheet (may be scanned or signed electronically.)
2. A research proposal:
a. Introduction & Background including hypothesis or project goal(s)
b. Methods
c. Potential scientific impact
d. References (use a consistent format)
e. Description of qualifications, past experience, or relevant course work

Note: All research proposals must be developed in consultation with your faculty mentor. 

Biology Summer Undergraduate Research Fellowship (SURF) Application Coversheet
This coversheet is required for all SURF applications. Please use the desktop version of Microsoft Word to complete this coversheet and access the fillable text boxes and checkboxes. Office 365 is available to members of the Reed Community through IT at no additional cost. 
Applicant Information:

[bookmark: Text10]Student Name:      			
[bookmark: Text11]Major:      	
[bookmark: Text12]Class Year:      
[bookmark: Text15]Project Title:      

Student Signature:_______________________
Research Mentor
[bookmark: Text13]Research Mentor Name:      
[bookmark: Text14]Research Mentor Signature (First Draft):___________________	Date Approved:      
Research Mentor Signature (Final Draft):___________________	Date Approved:      
[bookmark: Check8]|_| Check here if faculty mentor’s grant funding may be available to support this project
Additional Requirements for Field Award Applicants:
Keith Karoly’s signature is required for all proposal to the Biology Field Research Award to certify that the proposal meets the requirements for the fund(s) you have selected. Applications lacking Keith’s signature will not be considered for funding from the field award funds.
|_| I wish for my project to be considered for funding from one or more of the Biology Field Awards. If checked, identify the funds below:
[bookmark: Check6]|_| Milton L. Fischer Memorial Field Research Fellowship
[bookmark: Check7]|_| Sandy River Gorge Field Study Award
|_| Arch and Fran Diack Student Field Research Award

_________________________________________		Date Approved:      
Keith Karoly’s Signature for Field Award Approval
Biology Research Funds & Award Criteria:
General Research Funds in Biology (on-campus research)
Betty Liu Biology Summer Research Fellowship
Application Requirements:
· One-page research proposal written in consultation with research mentor.
· Completion of two years of college level study.
Note: Preference will be given to students in good academic standing.
Helen Stafford Biology Summer Research Fellowship
Application Requirements:
· One-page research proposal written in consultation with research mentor.
· Minimum completion of one year of college level study.
Note: Preference will be given to students in good academic standing.
Biology Field Awards:
Milton L. Fischer Memorial Field Research Fellowship 
This fellowship requires that the recipient obtain a valid State fishing or hunting license upon receipt of this award (can be purchased using the supply budget.) A final report is required for this award at the end of the summer.
Application Requirements:
· Dr. Keith Karoly’s signature on cover sheet to certify proposal topic is appropriate for this award. 
· Successful completion the Biology Junior Qualifying exam.
· Student-driven research proposal (2-4 pp).
· The proposed work includes an experimental field component.
· The proposal articulates how the work “will advance the principle of sustainable relationships between natural resources and society.”
· The proposal explains how the research “will support positive change to watershed habitat and populations.”
· Letter of support from faculty mentor.
Notes: Preference is given to Biology Majors. 
(Summer Fund list continued on next page)
Biology Research Funds & Application Requirements (Continued)
Sandy River Gorge Field Study Award
A final report is required for this award at the end of the summer.
Application Requirements:
· Dr. Keith Karoly’s signature on cover sheet to certify proposal topic is appropriate for this award.
· Student-driven research proposal (2-4 pp). 
· The proposed work will be conducted in the field at the Sandy River Gorge.
· The proposed work includes a substantial field component.
· Past project reports should be consulted in developing this proposal (contact Keith Karoly for access).
· Letter of support from faculty mentor.
Arch and Fran Diack Student Field Research Award
There are no restrictions to the location of the proposed fieldwork, though a research mentor is required for all proposals. This fund can be applied to summer research or to participation in an established field program. A final report is required for this award at the end of the summer.
Application Requirements:
· Dr. Keith Karoly’s signature on cover sheet to certify proposal topic is appropriate for this award.
· Student-driven research proposal (2-4 pp).
· The proposed work represents “an original contribution to understanding the natural world”; i.e., experimentation and or/data acquisition that can only be accomplished in the field must be a major component. 
· The applicant must demonstrate competence in experimental design and/or sampling collection methodology, as well as an understanding of statistics. 
· Past project reports should be consulted in developing this proposal (contact Keith Karoly for access).
· Letter of support from faculty mentor.
Additional Funding Sources:
Faculty Grants:
Some faculty have research grants that are available to provide funding for summer research fellowships. Please discuss whether this type of funding is available in your mentor’s lab. If available, these fellowships will be awarded by the SURF application. 
Fellowships at Reed, Outside of Biology:
You are encouraged to also apply for other funding sources through other offices and departments such as the Undergraduate Research Committee and the Center for Life Beyond Reed. Neuroscience and Environmental Studies have their own fellowships, awarded to continuing students in their majors (NURF and ESSE.) Interdisciplinary students with research interests in more than one department may also wish to consider applying to fellowships funded by those departments (e.g., Psychology, Chemistry, Physics, etc.)
Specific Summer Funds:
Talk to your mentor to determine if your proposed project fits the criteria for specific summer funds external to Biology, such as the Reed College Summer Research Fellowship (RCRSF), Mason Fellowship, or Climate Change Research Fund.


