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When, Where and Why imaginary animals choose to make themselves visible to adults continues to baffle
                        animal behavior researchers.  We explore this the adaptive value of this behavior.

“Snuffleupagus is good organism 
with which to address this question”

http://muppet.wikia.com/wiki/Mr._Snuffleupagus



Experimental Design and Results:
In the early years of Snuffy's entrances were scored by a low-range brass musical cue

Hypothesis:  Over Time Adults Learned to Hear the low-range brass music and knew to look for Snuffy
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es 3023 hours of Sesame Street episodes were observed
Using Jwatcher (3) software event recorder.  Adult reactions
And background music were recorded with each appearance
Of Snuffleupagus

Brass music
Adult reaction

Figure 1: the Percent of appearances by Snuffleupagus that were preceded by brass music (blue bars)
And the percent of appearances that elicited an adult’s reaction (orange bars).  The observed decline
in music preceded the reaction by adult’s by over a decade, thus the original hypothesis was not 
supported by our study.

http://www.jwatcher.ucla.edu/





We Conclude that:

It is just not the same as it used to be. 
Future Directions:

Select your own background color (ctrl click or right click on background), and color scheme, Choose a font that 
you like. Be sure that the text is large enough to be read from a distance.  The poster should prompt discussion.  
It need not include 100% of the details necessary to reproduce your experiments.  It should tell us why you did 
the experiment, what the experiment was, what results you obtained, how you interpret those results in the 
context of what is known about your topic.


