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Background

« Two dominant squirrel species in Portland, Oregon:
Eastern gray squirrel (Sciurus carolinensis) and
Eastern fox squirrel (Sciurus niger).

* In the colder months, squirrels exhibit what is know as
“caching” behavior which is the collection and burial of
food such as nuts (4).

« Is there a difference between the foraging activity
of eastern gray and fox squirrels in the Reed
Canyon?

Reed College Canyon (3)

Eastern Gray squirrel (1)




Ethogram used to record behavior. Example of observation scoring.



Results

Area 2 and 4 had the

least amount of activity

of behaviors.

Gray squirrels had more

forging activity than
Fox squirrels on
average.

On average, gray
squirrels had the most
eating (3.17 instances)
and climbing (2.67
instances) activity.

Fox squirrels had the
fewest digging activity
(0 instances) on
average.

Number of Occurrences

of Behavior

Labelled Satellite Image of the Reed College Canyon (5)

Foraging Activity of Eastern Gray and Fox Squirrels in the Reed Canyon
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Conclusion and Future Directions

 While there was a trend in activity and area, there was no significant impact of
location and foraging activity.

* Gray squirrels were observed more in foraging behaviors than fox squirrels, on
average.
What’s Next?
« Squirrels were observed doing foraging behaviors on both the ground and trees,
and future research could look to see which has the greatest amount of activity.

« Comparison between eastern gray and fox squirrels from urban and rural college
campuses.
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