
Don’t write here

Scientific Posters are one of the most common and effective 
methods for disseminating scientific information

Convey more 
information than a talk

Receive more 
feedback

Allows networking



A Poster is an means to communicate Science.
A Poster is a tool with which to communicate with a person!
A Poster is an advertisement/reflection of you and your science.



Even the best science 
will go unnoticed unless 
the poster is well made.



What do you notice First?
• Layout
• Title
• Figures 
• Color

What do you notice Next?
• Research question
• Approach
• Results
• Importance

What do you notice Last?
• Importance
• Logic of interpretation
• detailed methods
• Results
• Scientific Impact
• text

What do you care about most?



To get started ….
Summarize your question in 1 sentence
Summarize your result in 1 sentence

List your main points (there should be no more than 3)

Decide on a layout that will let you tell your story

This will be your title

This will be the bulk of your poster
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Avoid Excessive Text
- Practice writing with as few words as possible
- Delete even more words
- Think of a way to use a picture
- Don’t include any superfluous words



The audience should know 
what you did if they only read 
the bold headers.



Put the Method with the Result
(same as you would in a talk)
(different than you do in a paper)



Use color to your advantage.
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Your poster is a tool for you to interact with your audience
Make your poster visually appealing
Use as many images as possible in place of text



Leave plenty of open space
text = < 20%
Figures = 40%
Open Space = 40%



Make your colors work for you

pH of Acid and Neutral

Make background and 
box colors subtle, not jarring



Take the time to align everything

control your text
and you can make any size align

spacing changes with font size

and won’t line up

Don’t use color filled text boxes
Use spaces not tabs to



Choose Fonts and sizes appropriately
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http://www.reed.edu/biology/professors/srenn/pages/teaching/posters_2010/amms.pdf
http://www.reed.edu/biology/professors/srenn/pages/teaching/posters_2010/qaic_poster.pdf
http://www.reed.edu/biology/professors/srenn/pages/teaching/posters_2010/ab_poster_MFS_final.pdf





Abstracts :: due date Dec 8th.
An abstract (~7 sentences) with a 
descriptive (fun) title and the authors 
names.
This should describe:
- the "Big Question"
- the specific area of research
- the general technique or approach 
applied,
- the major results found and conclusion 
that can be drawn.
Please post to Moodle by 5:00

Self Assessment :: Dec 12th
Each student will individually assess his/her own effort & success.
See Moodle for worksheet. Please post to Moodle by 5:00

Poster Presentation :: Dec 11th 9:00 AM
Tips for making and Presenting a 
Poster template1, template2, on website.
During the poster session, students will be 
required to visit several posters and to 
formally evaluate at least two posters 
using the standard evaluation forms that 
will be provided in class and handed in at 
the end of class.
Please post a .pdf copy to Moodle

Turn in Lab Notebooks at Poster Session


