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15 mm
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3a) Female barn swallows prefer male Barn Swallow with 
longer tails even though these males do not fly as well as 
males with slightly shorter tail feathers.

3b) Male barn swallows with longer tails tend to have 
fewer internal parasites. 

3c) Male barn swallows with longer tails tend to catch 
more insect prey items that are fed to their offspring. 

3d) Female swallows of another species prefer males with 
long tails even though the males in that species do not 
have long tail feathers.

3e) Although female swallows generally prefer males with 
long tail feathers, if a young female observes an older 
female mating with a male with short tail feathers, the 
young female is likely to mate with this same male.
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Strategy vs. tactic

Don’t write here



(Negative) Frequency dependent selection
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Ruff (Philomachus pugnax)

Satellite male                    Displaying male
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