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Dominic Boyer: Conceptual Patterns and Divided Attention in Competing Media Ideologies: 
The Poetic-Medial-Formal Triad

Claims about:
Subjects
Self
The internal
The human
Cultural expression
Agency
Creation
Ideas, will, intention
Mind

Claims about:
Objects
Others
The external
The nonhuman
Nature
Force, coercion
Tools, artifacts
Materiality, 
Body

Claims about:
Mediums
Intervening substances
Intervening environments
Means, instruments
Middle grounds

KEY: Domains of connection,
exchange, language, 
transaction, movement

Boyer, p. 24-28

“principle of creation, 
bringing forth” “stable shape”

“the in-between”

Conflate formal and medial: 

Media are sheer, d
etermining forcesConflate poetic and medial: 

Media are mere tools

Examples? 
What kinds of concepts or 
metaphors have theorists 
used in their ‘media talk’?
Mcluhan?
Hegel?
Marx?


