
Course syllabus 
Phonological Knowledge 
LING 322, Spring 2015, Reed College 
 
Instructor:  Sameer ud Dowla Khan 
Email:   skhan@reed.edu 
Phone:   ext. 4018 (off-campus: 503-517-4018) 
Time & place:  Tue/Thu 2:40–4:00PM, in Vollum 302 
Office hours:  Mon 1:30–2:30PM, Wed 11:15AM–1:15PM, and by appointment, in Eliot 101C 
 
Introduction 
 
The way we understand the phonological grammar has changed as formal phonological theory and 
psycholinguistic research continue to evolve. Through reading articles, writing reviews, and designing our own 
experiment, we will seek to answer the question: what do speakers (need to) know about the sounds and 
sound patterns of their language? Topics to cover include our sensitivity to the gradient nature of 
phonotactics, the role of lexical statistics, word frequency, and phonological neighborhood density, and our 
awareness of fine phonetic and non-phonetic details of how speech is produced. We will also cover how our 
attention to certain acoustic cues can result in perceptual stretching and illusions, especially in cases of 
perceiving foreign languages and adapting loanwords closer to the native phonology, and in extreme cases 
can even lead to language change. 
. 
 
Requirements and grading breakdown 
 
Prerequisites: Introduction to Linguistic Analysis (LING 211) 
 
Textbooks: None. We will be reading various journal articles and a handful of book chapters. 
 
Discussion (10%): Each student is expected to have completed all readings prior to class, so that they are 

ready to actively discuss the premise, methodology, findings, and significance of each 
study, as well as their own criticisms and questions about each study. Some readings 
(labeled R) are only to be read “on the surface”—meaning that it’s okay if parts are 
skimmed for the basic points—but there will be one reading every day (labeled R2) that 
must be carefully read and reviewed (see below).  

 
Reviews (60%): Each student will write a 1-pg review of primary readings (labeled R2) for each class 

meeting. These reviews will summarize the article and offer criticism and suggestions to 
the authors for improvement. A basic template will be provided. 

 
Design (10%): Each student will propose an experiment in the first half of the semester, either as an 

extension of a study discussed in class, or a study exploring a new question. The 
proposal will consist of a handout and presentation in class. 

 
Experiment (20%): One option for the final project is to carry out the pilot experiment proposed in the 

design requirement above, and to present the findings in a short journal article-style 
paper and 12-min oral presentation. 

 
Chapter (20%): The other option for the final project is to write a book chapter-style paper entitled 

“Phonological Knowledge”, focusing on what we know to be encoded in the phonological 
grammar beyond a phoneme inventory and set of allophonic processes. 

 
Policies 
 
Please note that I generally do not accept late work. I am willing to offer partial credit to students who have 
shown sincere effort and have an extenuating excuse, although this will be the exception rather than the rule. 
 
While students are very much encouraged to work with one another, each student’s submitted work must be 
his/her own. I have zero tolerance for plagiarism. Each student must abide by the Reed Honor Principle.  
 
If you have a documented disability and will need accommodations for this class, it is your responsibility to 
contact Disability Support Services at (503) 517-7921 or disability-services@reed.edu as soon as possible. 



Class schedule 
 
R2: deep reading and review due, R: surface reading due, P: project component due 
 
 

Week Day Date Discussion topics Due before class 

1 Tue 27 Jan Introduction 
 

R: Bybee 2001 

 Thu 29 Jan Phonetic naturalness R2: Wilson 2006 
 

2 Tue 3 Feb Lexicon: lexical statistics R2: Jusczyk & Luce 1994 
 

 Thu 5 Feb Lexicon: lexical statistics R2: Hayes & Londe 2006 
 

3 Tue 10 Feb Lexicon: phonotactics R2: Bailey & Hahn 2001 
R: Pater & Tessier 2003 

 Thu 12 Feb Lexicon: word frequency R2: Jurafsky et al. 2000 
R: Bell et al. 2009 

4 Tue 17 Feb Lexicon: neighborhood density R2: Gahl et al. 2012 
R: Vitevitch & Luce 1999 

 Thu 19 Feb Lexicon: neighborhood density R2: Scarborough 2013 
R: Goldrick et al. 2013 

5 Tue 24 Feb Interlocutor: exemplar theory R2: Johnson 1997 
 

 Thu 26 Feb Interlocutor: exemplar theory R2: Goldinger 1996 
R: Ettlinger & Johnson 2009 

6 Tue 3 Mar Interlocutor: imitation, accommodation R2: Nielsen 2011 (incl. erratum) 
R: Yu et al. 2013 

 Thu 5 Mar Interlocutor: imitation, accommodation R2: Babel 2010 
 

7 Tue 10 Mar Interlocutor: compensation R2: Kraljic et al. 2008 
R: Magnuson & Nusbaum 2007 

 Thu 12 Mar Interlocutor: compensation R2: Dahan et al. 2008 
 

8 Tue 17 Mar Phonetic features: similarity R2: Khan 2006 
R: Mielke 2011 

 Thu 19 Mar Presentation of proposed experiments P: Handout for proposed 
experimental design 

Break Tue 24 Mar 
 NO CLASS: Spring Break  Thu 26 Mar 
 

9 Tue 31 Mar Phonetic features: phonologization R2: Kingston 2011 
 

 Thu 2 Apr Phonetic features: phonologization R2: Kim et al. 2002 
 

10 Tue 7 Apr Warping: perceptual stretching R2: Huang & Johnson 2010 
R: Zhang & Lai 2006 

 Thu 9 Apr Warping: perceptual illusions R2: Dupoux et al. 1999 
 

11 Tue 14 Apr Warping: loanword adaptation R2: Peperkamp et al. 2008 
 

 Thu 16 Apr Warping: loanword adaptation R2: Smith 2005 
 

12 Tue 21 Apr Non-phonetic features: orthography R2: Yoncheva et al. 2013 
 

 Thu 23 Apr Non-phonetic features: vision R2: Johnson et al. 1999 
R: McGurk & MacDonald 1976 

13 Tue 28 Apr Non-phonetic features: vision R2: Scarborough et al. 2009 
 

 Thu 30 Apr Non-phonetic features: touch R2: Gick & Derrick 2009 
R2: Derrick & Gick 2010 

Exam   Presentation of experimental findings P: Journal article OR book chapter 
 

 


