Amrita Rajasingham
Internship with the National Coalition against Racial Discrimination 

Kathmandu, Nepal
NCARD is a network of organizations working with victims of discrimination. I worked for NCARD organization, Women’s Social Cooperative (WSC).

WSC’s objective is to empower women within their community and within their homes by helping them to become financially independent, by including them in a micro savings and credit program, by providing them with financial literacy training, by exposing them to Health and hygiene programs, by providing them with literacy programs and by providing them with various other skill development training programs including a scholarship program for the daughters of the microcredit clients.
Projects with NCARD’s women’s social cooperative

Fundraiser for a girl’s scholarship fund

Advertised the program using photography, the girl’s art, their poetry and their stories. The program showcases the girl’s talents and biographies to raise funds for other girls schooling and to raise awareness about the state of Nepali women’s education

Community produce cooperative

Planned out a system- to help women in agricultural areas sell directly to the city to increase their profits, to help them share information and concerns about their current business ventures, and to make it possible for them to collaborate on future ventures
Other work with NCARD’s WSC- Grant writing and Field research

Major contribution to organization- fluency in English

When NGOs apply for funding there are fairly strict guidelines for their applications and so English literacy was a major asset. Also, I think bringing ideas from other contexts was helpful (however, I soon found out that many ideas that work in other developing contexts weren’t feasible in Nepal) 

Advice

Find others who have attempted similar projects or have a background in the country you’re attempting to work in its really helpful in getting a running start 

Avoid doing field work through a translator. 

How this will tie into my future
At some stage of my career I hope to go into development work so this was a great opportunity to get hands on experience. I’ve worked for NGOs before but I’ve pretty much just done research and grant writing so this was a great chance to work in a completely different environment. /
Fell free to contact me with questions. My e-mail is
Amrita.rajasingham@gmail.com
