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1.  For all categories of review, briefly describe the project.  Include in your description 
your research hypothesis or question, and how the information you gain will advance your 
research hypothesis or question. (300 word limit) For full review or for projects with 
higher risk for participants, place your research in the context of related or previous 
studies. (400 word limit)  
 
According to the dominant scholarly description (see Marsden 2006, Noll 1992, Ammerman 
1987, Harding 2000, Crapanzano 2000), in the early part of the 20th century after the “Scopes 
Monkey trial”, Fundamentalist Christians absented themselves from US political life. It was only 
in the late 1970s that there was a resurgence of interest among conservative Christians in 
elections and mainstream public discourse. In Harding’s (2000) account, Jerry Falwell, the Moral 
Majority, and other Christian figures and institutions created a new space for religious discourse 
in American politics at this time.  
 
In this project I will look at the kinds of political activism conservative Christians engage in and 
the ways in which they frame the “emergence” of Christian politics of the 1970s. For people who 
often understand their own lives in terms of (what is for them) the trans-historical truth of the 
Bible, how is that sudden change in political participation understood? Do they see this as a 
“novel” way of acting or is this simply an older form of Christian practice being performed on a 
larger stage of national political discourse? In order to get at this issue of evangelical self-
conception of the historical frame of political action, I will examine several forms of evangelical 
discourse and interaction, including worship services, small group Bible study, one-on-one 
interviews, and archival research.  
 
 
2. List all sites where research will take place, and provide a brief description of each. Does 
your research involve only accessing an existing archive or database(s)? If so, skip to 
question 9. 
 
Research will take place at a number of different sites. 

1. Portland Evangelical Church (hereafter, PEC), 1234 SE 56th Ave. This is a mid-sized, 
nondenominational evangelical church with about 150 active members, most of whom 
live in or near this part of SE Portland. It has recently been actively working against gay 
marriage legislation in Oregon and Washington. It also has a number of small group 
Bible study events on a weekly basis.  
 
2. Small group Bible study (hereafter, “Bible study groups”). Although I have not yet 
determined which small group I will observe/participate in, Bible study groups from the 
PEC often meet at restaurants or at members’ homes in the SE Portland area to discuss 
theology and its role in congregation members’ lives.  
 
3. Interview sites, various private and public locations (hereafter, “interview sites”). I will 
conduct a number of interviews with participants at locations of their choosing, either 
coffee shops in nearby areas, in their homes, or in a room at the PEC.  
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4. Archival research at the Billy Graham Center, Wheaton College, Wheaton, IL. This is 
the major archival depository of materials related to evangelical Christianity in the US. It 
is also relevant to this research because the head pastor of PEC was sponsored by the 
Billy Graham Foundation in the 1980s. This aspect of the research does not include 
research with human subjects.  

 
 
3. Describe the subject population in your responses to Questions 3A, 3B, and 3C. If you 
have several different populations, be sure to describe these under different headings. Give 
each population category a different name, and then use these names throughout the rest of 
the application when referring to these population categories. 
 

A. Describe the population(s) in general demographic terms (age range, race or 
ethnicity, nationality, language(s) commonly spoken).  
 
There are two main populations for my study: 
1. Pastors and other church leaders of PEC (“church leaders”). These are predominantly 
White men ranging in age from roughly 40-70 years old. They are middle class, and have 
had some form of tertiary education, often at Bible Colleges or other religious 
institutions. As leaders in the church, they are used to speaking to outsiders about their 
religious and political commitments.  
 
2. Congregations members of PEC (“congregation members”). This is a much more 
diverse group, consisting of both men and women. While there are congregation 
members under 18 years old, my research focuses on adults only. (The only times when I 
expect to be observing events with children present would be at the semi-public worship 
services.) Congregation members range between working and middle class, and members 
have generally completed high school, although some have completed college. Members 
are largely white, but there is a minority of Asian, Hispanic, and African American 
members. Congregation members also vary widely in terms of their participation in and 
fluency with political and religious discourse. My approach with this latter group will 
therefore differ from how I engage with self-described and institutionally-located church 
leaders. 
 
B. Describe the groups or organizations under study, if applicable. Will you have to 
ask for consent from any groups or organizations?  
 
The PEC is, as noted above, an evangelical church that currently is actively engaged in 
what can alternately be called either “anti-gay marriage legislation” or “pro-traditional 
marriage legislation.” While the church is nondenominational, it is part of a national 
network of churches that can broadly be characterized as conservative, both in terms of 
political definitions of “social conservatism” and in terms of Christian definitions of 
“theological conservatism” (this latter term refers to ideas about the Bible being the direct 
revelation of God and literally true, for example). The larger networks of conservative 
Christians are both formal and informal. Formally, many members of the PEC are 
involved in projects originating out of the Chicago-based “mega-church” Willow Creek, 
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through a program called the Willow Creek Association. Informally, PEC members 
follow different evangelical activists through a number of on-line forums and off-line 
lectures. Because PEC is nondenominational I feel that I can ask PEC church leaders (the 
head pastor as well as the executive board of the PEC) for consent to allow me to engage 
in this research project without having to deal with other organizations.  
 
C. Note below if your study includes populations matching any of the following 
categories: children (under 18 years of age), prisoners, non-English speakers, people 
outside of the U.S., or individuals who may be decisionally impaired. If your 
research involves any of these categories of participants, fill out Appendix A.   

 
My research will avoid direct interaction with members of any of the protected categories 
noted above, except during my recordings of semi-public events like Sunday church 
services (when children or others will be present). However, during these events only the 
pastor and other public speakers will be primary vocal participants; I do not expect 
children (other than children’s choirs) to appear on the recordings I make.  

 
 
4.  For studies involving participant-observation, what specific kinds of events will you be 
observing/participating in?  
 

A.  Briefly describe the event(s), where/when they (tend to) take place, what you 
plan to observe, and how this information is important to your study. 
 
Participant observation will primarily involve attendance at and audio recordings of two 
different kinds of events:  
 
1) Sunday morning and Wednesday evening church services, the two main services in the 
PEC schedule. These events are free and open to the public. In fact, the sign at the front 
of the church specifically says that “all are welcome.” I will attend at least 15 services, in 
order to get a representative sample of regular sermonic discourse, and get a sense of how 
political events from the week are addressed in sermons. These events will be recorded, 
assuming I have the permission of the pastor performing the sermon for that service. As I 
note below, I will also introduce myself during the “announcements” section of the 
service at the first few services I attend, so that PEC congregation members can get to 
know me and my project – see also my response to Question 7 below. 
 
2) Bible study groups, weekly events when a small group of people meet to discuss 
different readings (either Bible selections or other devotional material). These are small 
group discussions that take place in restaurants or participants’ homes, with discussions 
lasting 1-2 hours during each weekly session. I hope to see, in these lay conversations, 
how political and religious discourses intersect or are kept separate, and if this differs in 
substantial ways from the ways in which church leaders address the overlap between 
religious and political discourses in sermons.  
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B.  For public and semi-public events: if asked by participants, how would you 
explain your presence at the event?   
 
I will introduce myself in person at the Sunday and Wednesday services, as well as in 
writing to the Bible study groups, by saying that I am conducting research on the history 
of political activism in US evangelical churches. I will expand on this general statement 
if people are still interested and ask if people would like to speak with me about this 
topic.  

 
 
5.  If you plan to conduct unstructured and/or semi-structured interviews: 

 
A.  Explain your criteria for identifying and recruiting participants. Attach any 
advertisements or scripts that may be used in the process of recruitment.  Specify if 
any incentives will be offered for participation. 
 
I will conduct one-on-one interviews with a number of different church leaders and 
congregation members of the PEC. These interviews will be a chance to ask specific 
participants about the kinds of political activities they engage in and how they see the 
overlap of political and religious goals as new or not. I will use an initial survey to find 
people who might be willing to participate in the study (see below, question 6A).  
 
I will not offer any incentives for participation, other than a chance to discuss these issues 
with an outsider. Of course, there will likely be participants who will understand the 
interview as an opportunity to “witness” to me, which may be seen as an incentive to 
them.  

 
B.  In a separate document, provide 1) a brief description of the kind of information 
or narratives you are hoping to elicit from subjects and 2) a list of specific sample 
questions that you will ask in order to get the kind of information/narratives you 
described.  
 
See attached document, “Unstructured Interviews with PEC members”. 
 
C. Describe rationale for inclusion/exclusion of subjects in this portion of the 
research. 
 
There are a number of different people I would like to interview, all of whom will be 
members of the PEC (described above in response to Question 2): 
1. People who feel a religious “call” to engage in political activism, and who do so on a 
semi-frequent basis. 
2. People who abstain from political activism, for religious reasons. 
3. People who have been “committed Christians” since before the late 1970s turn to 
political participation. 
4. People who are new to Christianity and who only recently may have been dealing with 
the overlap between political and religious discourses in the PEC.  
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5. Church leaders, who are adept at talking about these issues. 
6. Congregation members, who may not be particularly fluent in describing these issues.  
 
Categories 1 and 2 will overlap with categories 3 and 4 and overlap with categories 5 and 
6. In other words, someone may be a politically active older Christian who is a church 
leader (categories 1, 3, 5) or someone may be a politically inactive younger Christian 
who is a congregation member without a leadership role (categories 2, 4, 6). Other 
combinations are expected, and will be actively sought out in order to get a wide variety 
of different perspectives.   
 
I will exclude people who are not regular attendees of services at the PEC, any people 
who are members of the protected categories (prisoners, children, etc.), and of course any 
people who do not wish to be included in this study.  
 
D. Describe the expected length of interviews and the expected number of interviews 
to be conducted.  
 
Interviews will last between 45 minutes to 1.5 hours. I hope to conduct at least 15 
interviews.  

 
 
6.  For studies involving surveys or questionnaires: 
 

A. Provide the rationale for the survey and the rationale for inclusion/exclusion of 
survey takers.  
 
The survey will be part of a preliminary tool to allow me to understand how many PEC 
members and church leaders are involved in political activism, and how often. It will be 
from survey responses that I hope to find people interested in participating in longer 
interviews. Therefore, inclusion criteria will be very broad: members and church leaders 
of the PEC. Non-PEC members, or infrequent attendees of services, will necessarily be 
excluded since I will distribute the survey following two consecutive Sunday services.  
 
B. How many subjects will complete the survey and how long will it take to 
complete?  
 
The survey will take roughly 20 minutes, and I hope to receive at least 75 responses 
(about half the regular Sunday service population). From this estimated response, 
hopefully 20 people will indicate on the survey their willingness to participate in a longer 
one-on-one interview (see above, Q5).  
 
C. In a separate document, provide (a draft of) the survey/questionnaire. 
 
See attached document, “PEC survey.” 
 

7.  Explain how you plan to document interviews or other events. (Select all that apply.) 
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_x_ notes 
_x_ audio-tape 
___ video-tape 
___ other (explain)  
 

A. Provide a rationale for why these forms of documentation are necessary for your 
study.  
 
During interviews, observation of Bible study groups, and observation at church services, 
I will take handwritten notes that will allow me to keep track of particular words used or 
issues raised that I might want to go back to. Taking notes is therefore an important part 
of being an attentive and responsive interviewer and observer. If participants agree, I will 
also audio-tape these interviews, Bible study groups, and church services (see consent 
procedures below). This is important to my study because I am tracking how participants 
navigate between what have been seen as two distinct domains in social life (religion and 
politics), and verbatim quotations from these events will be important material to analyze.  
 
B. If confidentiality is assured to participants, identify the procedures through 
which you will maintain confidentiality (e.g. coding of names).  
 
I will give all participants pseudonyms and I will also give the PEC a pseudonym. 
Because PEC sermons are public events (audio recordings are uploaded onto the PEC 
website after each Sunday service), confidentiality issues are less pressing in this context. 
However, for interviews or Bible study meetings (or any other non-public events), I will 
not only use pseudonyms, but also anonymize as much as possible any narratives, stories, 
or comments I may quote from in my thesis. That is, I will edit out specific place names, 
personal names, or other identifying material.  
 
C. If interviews or questionnaires will be conducted in a public place, how will 
confidentiality be maintained?  
 
This is a study of Christians engaging in political activism, and therefore I assume that 
people will largely be comfortable discussing issues related to this study in public places. 
However, I will ask interview participants if they would prefer to discuss these issues in a 
private setting, either a room in the PEC or in participants’ homes.  The survey will be 
distributed at the church (and collected there as well), so participants will be able to fill it 
out where they feel most comfortable.  
 
D. Will the primary investigator be the only person to transcribe/translate recorded 
interviews? If not, who else will be involved in this process, and how will 
confidentiality be maintained?    
 
Yes, I will be the only person to transcribe recorded interviews or Bible study sessions.  
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E. Where and how will research materials be stored? (E.g., in a locked cabinet, on a 
computer with password protected files)  
 
Research materials will be stored on a computer that remains with me except for when it 
is in my (locked) home. The computer itself is password protected, and the individual 
files will also be password protected.  

 
 
8. Describe how you plan to gain consent for your research.  
 

A. If written consent will be sought, attach a copy of the informed consent script; 
otherwise, include an approximate script below.  In seeking consent, you should 
inform participants in non-specialist terms the purpose of your project, what you 
plan to do with the research, and whether or not confidentiality will be assured and 
if so how.  You also need to explicitly inform participants that their participation is 
completely voluntary and that they may refuse to answer any questions and/or stop 
their participation at anytime.  If there are different subject populations requiring 
different consent procedures, discuss each of them here. If there are different types 
of research activities requiring different consent procedures, discuss each of them 
here. If you plan to audio- or video-tape participants, you need to have a separate 
signature line on a written consent document for them to consent to recording, or 
you need a separate question asking them to say out loud that they consent to 
recording in an oral consent scenario. 
 
I will have a number of different consent procedures. For both general consent for the 
project from the head pastor (and possibly the PEC executive board) and consent to 
participate in Bible study groups, I will use written consent, and allow church leaders and 
congregation members involved in the Bible study groups time to discuss on their own if 
they would like to participate in the project. See attached document, “Written consent 
script.” 
 
I will also introduce myself to the PEC at a number of services, orally explaining my 
research and the kinds of interactions I would like to have with PEC church leaders and 
congregation members. See attached document, “PEC general introduction.” 
 
Finally, I will have an oral consent script for one-on-one interviews. See attached 
document, “interview oral consent.” 

 
 

9.  If the content of your interviews, recordings of public events, and/or results of your 
questionnaires or your analyses of existing databases are read or heard by others, would 
this be likely to place the participants at risk of status loss or some other social and legal 
difficulty?   
 
 

_x_Yes   ____No (describe) 



Reed College Anthropology Department 
HSRC Submission Form 
 
 

If you answer yes to the above question, explain what you will do to protect 
informants from these risks. 
 
The PEC is not a homogeneous community. While many members are involved in 
political activism, not all of them are. Therefore, if participants describe discomfort with 
activism, they may be seen as not supporting the evangelical cause. Given this, I will pay 
particular attention to maintaining as best I can the confidentiality of participants in my 
study, particularly the confidentiality of any participants who express opinions that 
deviate from this norm. Nevertheless, I cannot assure participants of confidentiality, and I 
will advise participants of these risks at the time of participation. I do not expect that 
participants will be in legal difficulties because of my study.  
 

 
 
Checklist of Additional Materials 

 
PEC survey 
Unstructured interviews with PEC members (with a section for questions to church 
leaders) 
Written consent for church leaders  
Written consent for Bible study groups 
PEC general introduction 
Interview oral consent script 
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Unstructured Interviews 
 
The following script is indicative of the kinds of questions I will ask. Obviously, each interview 
will be slightly different, and in no interview will there be time to discuss all of these questions. 
The purpose of these questions is to elicit from interviewees their own approaches to political 
action in religious contexts, and for them to describe specific instances (if applicable) of how 
they felt they had successfully or unsuccessfully integrated these two domains of social life.  
 
 
I know you might have already answered some of these questions if you completed the survey I 
handed out, but I’d like to hear you speak more about the ways that PEC is involved in activism.  
 
Affiliation with PEC: 
How long have you considered yourself Christian? How long have you been part of the PEC 
community? Are you a member? Do you attend services regularly? Do you attend any other 
churches?  
 
PEC as “political” 
Do you think PEC is a “political” community? How does it compare to other church groups in 
the area? Would you like to see more/less integration of politics and activism in PEC activities or 
meetings? What makes something “political” for you? What makes something “religious”? Is 
there a big separation between those two? Have you ever felt like you didn’t know how to 
separate those two? Tell me about that.  
 
Interviewee’s participation 
Do you attend PEC’s protests or other “political” events?  
 

If yes: what was the last event you attended? Tell me about it. What was it about? What 
did you do? Did you enjoy the time? Did you think it was a successful event? What could 
have made it better? What were you personally hoping to achieve or see as an outcome of 
the event? Did this feel like a religious event? (For example, did you pray 
before/during/after it?) Are there biblical citations that come to mind when you think 
about this issue? If so, which? Did you discuss these at the event? Do you think other 
members of the PEC support your activities? Some people say that religion and politics 
don’t mix – do you agree? How do you respond to a statement like that? 
 
If no: have you wanted to attend these kinds of events? Is there a specific reason you 
have in mind for why you don’t? Some people say that religion and politics don’t mix – 
do you agree? How do you respond to a statement like that? Does not participating ever 
cause problems with your fellow PEC members? What other kinds of events would you 
like to see PEC get involved with (e.g. more Bible study groups, more outreach, more 
missionizing, etc.)? Would you be interested in joining those activities?  
 
Do you engage in other political activities outside of PEC or other church based 
networks? Why do you not do this kind of work through the church? What issues are 
most important to you?  
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Questions about the evangelical community in the US 
For much of the 20th century evangelicals didn’t participate much in politics. Why do you think 
that was? Or do you disagree with that statement? Were there other ways that people acted 
politically in the past, do you think? Has evangelicalism changed a lot in the last 30 or more 
years?  
 
Questions specifically for church leaders 
Are you happy with the level of engagement among PEC lay community members? Where 
would you like to see the church be more active or effective? Have you had criticism for your 
level of participation in political events? Has that been from inside or outside the church, or 
both? Some people say that churches that engage in political discourse should not be considered 
tax exempt – do you agree with that? What role do you see the church playing in American 
political discourse?  
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PEC survey 
 
The following survey is part of a research project conducted by John Q Student of Reed College. 
The study examines the ways in which evangelical churches in the US engage in political 
activism. Because of the PEC’s high-profile involvement in a number of local issues, I hope to 
use responses from this survey (which should take 20 minutes at most to fill out) to get an initial 
understanding of PEC activism. If you are interested, you can include your contact information 
on the index card attached so that we may discuss these issues further in person. Thank you for 
your time! 
 
 
Age___ 
Gender ____ 
 
How long have you been attending services at PEC?  
 
Are you a member of PEC? 
 
Have you engaged in any of the following activities? ___ protest event; ___ rally; ___ petition; 
___other events you consider political events? (please elaborate on the kind of event below) 
 
How often do you engage in what you consider to be “political” events? ___ weekly; ___ 
monthly; ____yearly; ___very occasionally. 
 
What issues are most important to you? (List as many as you would like.) 
 
 
 
Do you see a connection between your political and religious commitments? ___ yes ___ no 
 
If yes, in terms of which issues is this connection most clear or apparent to you? If no, can you 
elaborate on why a connection between religious and political commitments is not important or 
warranted for you?  
 
 
 
 
How often do you attend services at PEC or another church? Two or more times a week___; 
once a week___; once a month_____; less frequently____. 
 
Do you attend another church? If so, please state: _______. 
 
Do you use the internet as a resource for religious and/or political content? If so, would you list 
some of your favorite websites of either category? 
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Would you be interested in participating in an interview on similar topics? If so, please provide 
your name and any contact information you wish to provide on the attached index card. Please 
deposit the survey in the “survey” box in the PEC atrium. Please deposit the index card, if you 
choose to, in the “contact information” box, also in the PEC atrium. Separating these two 
documents will ensure the confidentiality of responses in this survey.  
 
Thank you very much for your participation.  
 
John Q. Student 
Senior thesis student, Reed College 
 
 
If you have any questions or concerns, you may contact me or my thesis adviser at any time at 
the following addresses:  
 
John Q. Student 
MS XXX 
Reed College 
3203 SE Woodstock Blvd. 
Portland, OR 97202 
student@reed.edu 
 
Jane Q. Thesis-Adviser 
Anthropology Department   
Reed College 
3203 SE Woodstock Blvd. 
Portland, OR 97202 
faculty@reed.edu 
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Written consent form for PEC head pastor/executive board  
 
My name is John Q Student and I am a senior at Reed College conducting research for a senior 
thesis on evangelical political activism in the US. Because of the PEC’s well known engagement 
in political activism, I would like to conduct some of this research with PEC lay members and 
leaders, asking PEC community members about their political activism and their thoughts on the 
relationship between religion and politics in the US. There are four main forms of research I 
would like to conduct: observation of services on Sunday mornings and Wednesday evenings; a 
voluntary survey of PEC members about their political actions; voluntary interviews with PEC 
lay members and leaders; and observation of a Bible study group. All of this participation is of 
course dependent upon participants giving their consent to these activities. For current drafts of 
my survey and interview scripts, please see the attached documents, as this will give you a more 
detailed sense of the kinds of discussions I hope to have with community members. I hope to 
conduct this research between November 2014 and February 2015.  
 
Participants have the right to not engage in any of these interactions with me, and even if they 
start an interview or survey, they have the right to stop participation at any time. For any events 
that are audio-recorded, participants will specifically give consent to recording. If at any time 
after the recording event, they would like me to erase a tape, they can ask me to do so and I will 
comply. They will not be compensated for their participation, however PEC members may 
perhaps enjoy having the opportunity to express their thoughts and opinions on these matters.  
 
In my senior thesis I will give each participant, as well as the PEC as a whole, pseudonyms. I 
will also do everything I can to maintain the confidentiality of any participants, editing out 
identifying names, places, or other details that could lead to the recognition of a participant. I 
will keep all tapes and computer files associated with this research locked and password 
protected.  
 
If you have any questions about this research at any time, you can contact me at 
<student@reed.edu> or my thesis adviser, Jane Q. Thesis-Adviser at <faculty@reed.edu>. You 
may also contact Jon Rork, who is the chair of the Institutional Review Board, at 
<email@reed.edu>.  
 
Please indicate if you consent to having me conduct this research by signing and dating below. 
 
___________________ 
I consent to allow John Q. Student to undertake the research as outlined above at the PEC.  
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Written consent form for PEC-based Bible study group 
 
My name is John Q Student and I am a senior at Reed College conducting research for a senior 
thesis on evangelical political activism in the US. Because of the PEC’s well known engagement 
in political activism, I would like to conduct some of this research with PEC lay members and 
leaders, asking PEC community members about their political activism and their thoughts on the 
relationship between religion and politics in the US. In particular I am interested to see how 
political and religious issues come up in informal Bible study discussions of the kind that your 
group has on a weekly basis. Your participation is of course dependent upon your giving 
consent. I hope to conduct this research between November 2010 and February 2011.  
 
You have the right to not engage in any of these interactions with me, and even if you allow me 
to start to participate with the your Bible study group, you have the right to stop participation at 
any time. If you agree to allow me to audio-record your sessions, you should specifically give 
consent to recording below. If at any time after the recording event, you would like me to erase a 
tape, you can ask me to do so and I will comply.  
 
You will not be compensated for their participation, however PEC members may perhaps enjoy 
having the opportunity to express their thoughts and opinions on these matters.  
 
In my senior thesis I will give each participant, as well as the PEC as a whole, pseudonyms. I 
will also do everything I can to maintain the confidentiality of any participants, editing out 
identifying names, places, or other details that could lead to the recognition of a participant. I 
will keep all tapes and computer files associated with this research locked and password 
protected.  
 
If you have any questions about this research at any time, you can contact me at 
<student@reed.edu> or my thesis adviser, Jane Q. Thesis-Adviser at <faculty@reed.edu>. You 
may also contact Jon Rork, who is the chair of the Institutional Review Board, at 
<email@reed.edu>. 
 
Please indicate if you consent to having me observe your Bible study group by signing and 
dating below. 
______________________________ 
 
Please indicate if you consent to having me tape record your Bible study group sessions by 
signing and dating below.  
______________________________ 
 
 



Reed College Anthropology Department 
HSRC Submission Form 
 
PEC general introduction (to be done on consecutive Sundays during the “announcements” 
section of the service) 
 
Hello. I don’t want to take up too much of your time, but I wanted to briefly introduce myself. 
My name is John Q. Student and I am a senior at Reed College. I am originally from ______, but 
I’ve been living in Portland for the past four years. The reason I am here is that I am trying to 
write a senior thesis about religion and politics in the US and I wanted to talk to and get to know 
people in the evangelical community who are engaged in political activism. PEC is really well 
known in the Portland area for their activism, and so I thought it would be best to speak with 
members of this community. I am really interested in your thoughts and opinions on these issues. 
I’ve already spoken a bit with Pastor ______, and he will be helping me in this process. I’d love 
it if any of you would be willing to participate. There are a couple of ways you could do so. First, 
in a few weeks, I’ll distribute a survey, which you can pick up outside the sanctuary. It shouldn’t 
take more than 20 minutes to do, and will probably take less. The survey will be anonymous. But 
if you are interested in some of the questions I am asking there will also be a box for you to give 
me your contact information and I would then try to set up a time to talk with you individually. 
This should take about an hour. We can chat here at the PEC, or go to a coffee shop, whatever is 
best for you. I’d really like a chance to hear what you have to say. Another thing I might be 
doing is sitting in on a Bible study group, to get a sense of how more informal discussions 
navigate religion and politics. If there are any groups that would be interested in having me 
attend, please let me know. I’ll also be here most Wednesdays and Sundays to join you during 
services. I’m always happy to chat afterwards and hear any comments you might have.  
 
Pastor _____ has my contact information if you’d like to get in touch now. Otherwise, my 
contact info will be on the survey I distribute in the coming weeks.  
 
Sorry for taking up so much of the announcements time. Thanks so much.  
 
 



Reed College Anthropology Department 
HSRC Submission Form 
 
Oral Consent Form for Interviews 
 
As you know, I am a senior at Reed College conducting research for a senior thesis on 
evangelical political activism in the US. Because of the PEC’s well known engagement in 
political activism, I would like to conduct some of this research with PEC lay members and 
leaders, asking PEC community members about their political activism and their thoughts on the 
relationship between religion and politics in the US. If you agree to this interview, we will talk 
for about an hour.  
 
You have the right to not engage in any of these interactions with me, and even if you allow me 
to start to the interview, you have the right to stop participation at any time. If you agree to allow 
me to audio-record our discussion, I will ask you in just a minute for you to specifically consent 
to the audio-recording. If at any time after the recording event, you would like me to erase a tape, 
you can ask me to do so and I will comply.  
 
You will not be compensated for their participation, however I hope that you may perhaps enjoy 
having the opportunity to express their thoughts and opinions on these matters.  
 
In my senior thesis I will give each participant, as well as the PEC as a whole, pseudonyms. I 
will also do everything I can to maintain the confidentiality of any participants, editing out 
identifying names, places, or other details that could lead to the recognition of a participant. I 
will keep all tapes and computer files associated with this research locked and password 
protected.  
 
If you have any questions about this research at any time, you can contact me at 
<student@reed.edu> or my thesis adviser, Jane Q. Thesis-Adviser at <faculty@reed.edu>. You 
may also contact Jon Rork, who is the chair of the Institutional Review Board, at 
<email@reed.edu>. 
 
Do you consent to this interview?  YES   NO 
 
Do you consent to me audio-recording this interview?  YES   NO 
 
 


